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Sahiyo was formed in 2015 as an advocacy collective 
of South Asian and other survivors of female genital 
cutting (FGC), also known as female genital mutilation 
(FGM), to address the lack of acknowledgment around 
FGC as a global form of gender-based violence and 
child abuse. We utilize collaborative grassroots 
campaigns and storytelling techniques to train 
members of FGC-practicing communities in leading 
the demand for widespread abandonment, work 
with frontline professionals (i.e. healthcare providers) 
to create culturally sensitive systems of care for 
survivors, and partner with government officials to 

address policy-level change. Originally one entity, 
Sahiyo split into two legal entities in 2019: Sahiyo U.S. 
and Sahiyo India. Both entities continue to empower 
communities left out of the discourse on FGC to 
create systemic change and abandon this centuries-
long practice. The following report depicts the work of 
Sahiyo U.S. unless otherwise noted. 

Sahiyo’s mission is to empower Asian and other 
communities to end FGC and create positive 
social change through dialogue, education, and 
collaboration, all based on community involvement.

Throughout the years, Sahiyo has supported policy 
work to address FGC at the global, national, state, and 
local levels. We recognize that to achieve both wide-
scale abandonment of FGC and support survivors, 
policies and laws must be informed by and created in 
partnership with communities impacted by FGC. 

FGC is considered a social norm in practicing 
communities, and laws against FGC may help to 
prevent the practice by acting as a mechanism to 
shape the behavior of communities or individuals. 
Policies can be educational tools, deterrents, 

influencers for communal social behavior change, 
and prevention mechanisms. Through the guidance 
of laws, communities can come to realize that harmful 
practices, even those steeped in culture and/or 
religion, should not be perpetuated. Furthermore, 
research indicates that to be more effective in 
achieving FGC abandonment, policies should be 
developed holistically. This involves integrating 
community education and outreach components, 
alongside civil remedies for survivors, rather than 
solely relying on criminal punishments. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N
About Sahiyo

Why We Engage in Policy Work 

Our advocacy work encompasses the following goals: 
Educate frontline professionals (i.e. healthcare 
providers, social workers, childcare professionals, 
etc.), lawmakers, and constituents, engaging them 
to support policies addressing FGC.

Unite diverse stakeholders and establish shared 
concerns and connections related to FGC, fostering 
a collective impact and the creation of state-level 
coalitions dedicated to advocating for policy-level 
changes to address FGC.

Uplift and include the voices of survivors in 
educating policy-makers.

Increase individual civic engagement in the policy 
process and ensure that impacted communities 
have a voice in the creation of policies to prevent 
and support survivors.

Policy Goals

https://www.unicef.org/media/124446/file/FGM-Dynamics-Social-Norm-2022.pdf
https://experts.illinois.edu/en/publications/law-moral-attitudes-and-behavioral-change
https://experts.illinois.edu/en/publications/law-moral-attitudes-and-behavioral-change
https://experts.illinois.edu/en/publications/law-moral-attitudes-and-behavioral-change
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The Global Platform for Action to End FGM/C, of which 
Sahiyo is a founding member, is a consortium of 
civil society organizations, champions, survivors, and 
grassroots representatives united in a shared mission: 
to advocate for and support the abandonment and 
prevention of FGC. The coalition was formed in June 
2019, when current members came together at the 
Women Deliver Conference to develop a global Call to 
Action to End FGC.

Since its inception, the Global Platform has sponsored 
and hosted four webinars, including: 

• Partnerships to Accelerate Global Action to End 
FGM/C by 2030 

• Engaging Men to End Female Genital Mutilation/
Cutting 

• An Emergency Within an Emergency: The Crises of 
Climate Change and Female Genital Cutting 

• There’s an App For That? Technological Innovation 
and Change Towards Ending Female Genital 
Mutilation/Cutting 

In 2023, the Global Platform was asked to host a 
second pre-conference on FGC at the Women Deliver 
Conference in Kigali, Rwanda. The theme of Women 
Deliver 2023 was “Spaces, Solidarity, and Solutions”; the 
FGC pre-conference was an opportunity for advocates 
from around the globe to gather, focus on pressing 
needs in the field (i.e., funding grassroots advocacy 
efforts), and create the KIGALI DECLARATION: A GLOBAL 
CALL TO ACTION for additional funding to the FGC field. 

Sahiyo has supported advocacy at the national level in 
the United States and other countries, including India. 
We also aim to create a space for individuals from 
FGC-impacted communities to reflect on the political 
situations surrounding FGC laws, or lack thereof, 
within their specific contexts. These individuals are 
encouraged to write for our blog, host public forum 
discussions, send letters to legislators, speak with 
media journalists, testify at hearings, and more.

These are a few examples from our collaborative work 
and community engagement:

• Female Genital Cutting charges dismissed but our 
work continues: Global reactions to Michigan case 
news

• The overturning of Roe v. Wade and its implications 
for survivors of FGC

• Gender-Affirming Treatments are not Female 
Genital Cutting

Being able to build collective spaces and opportunities 
that are safe and welcoming to conversations around 
these topics can provide community-wide healing for 
those impacted by FGC, as well as ongoing support for 
civil advocacy. 

Another example of national-level advocacy is Sahiyo’s 
role in submitting an amicus brief in response to the 
2017 Dr. Nagarwala Federal Michigan case. The amicus 
brief was filed on November 6, 2018 by Equality Now, 
in partnership with Sahiyo, WeSpeakOut, and Safe 
Hands for Girls. The aim of the brief was to inform 
the District Judge ruling over the case on global and 
international efforts to end FGC. An amicus brief, also 
known as amicus curiae (meaning “friend of the 
court”), is a brief written by a group or individuals who 
are not directly involved in the case, but have insight 
and expertise they can offer to help the court make 
their decision. 

POLICY OUTREACH,EDUCATION,
AND ADVOCACY

Global Level

National Level

https://actiontoendfgmc.org/about/
https://www.wd2023.org/
https://actiontoendfgmc.org/
https://actiontoendfgmc.org/
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/ngo-csw-65-forum-march.html?highlight=WyJnbG9iYWwiLCInZ2xvYmFsIiwicGxhdGZvcm0iLCJmb3IiLCInZm9yIiwiYWN0aW9uIiwidG8iLCIndG8iLCJlbmQiLCJmZ20iLCJmZ20nXHUyMDFkIiwiZmdtJyIsIidmZ20iLCInZmdtJyIsImMiLCJjJyIsImMnLCIsImMncyIsImMnLiIsImdsb2JhbCBwbGF0Zm9ybSIsImdsb2JhbCBwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IiLCJwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IiLCJwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IgYWN0aW9uIiwiZm9yIGFjdGlvbiIsImZvciBhY3Rpb24gdG8iLCJhY3Rpb24gdG8iLCJhY3Rpb24gdG8gZW5kIiwidG8gZW5kIiwidG8gZW5kIGZnbSIsImVuZCBmZ20iLCJlbmQgZmdtIGMiLCJmZ20gYyJd
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/ngo-csw-65-forum-march.html?highlight=WyJnbG9iYWwiLCInZ2xvYmFsIiwicGxhdGZvcm0iLCJmb3IiLCInZm9yIiwiYWN0aW9uIiwidG8iLCIndG8iLCJlbmQiLCJmZ20iLCJmZ20nXHUyMDFkIiwiZmdtJyIsIidmZ20iLCInZmdtJyIsImMiLCJjJyIsImMnLCIsImMncyIsImMnLiIsImdsb2JhbCBwbGF0Zm9ybSIsImdsb2JhbCBwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IiLCJwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IiLCJwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IgYWN0aW9uIiwiZm9yIGFjdGlvbiIsImZvciBhY3Rpb24gdG8iLCJhY3Rpb24gdG8iLCJhY3Rpb24gdG8gZW5kIiwidG8gZW5kIiwidG8gZW5kIGZnbSIsImVuZCBmZ20iLCJlbmQgZmdtIGMiLCJmZ20gYyJd
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/upcoming-ngo-csw-66-parallel-event-engaging-men-to-end-female-genital-mutilation-cutting.html?highlight=WyJnbG9iYWwiLCInZ2xvYmFsIiwicGxhdGZvcm0iLCJmb3IiLCInZm9yIiwiYWN0aW9uIiwidG8iLCIndG8iLCJlbmQiLCJmZ20iLCJmZ20nXHUyMDFkIiwiZmdtJyIsIidmZ20iLCInZmdtJyIsImMiLCJjJyIsImMnLCIsImMncyIsImMnLiIsImdsb2JhbCBwbGF0Zm9ybSIsImdsb2JhbCBwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IiLCJwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IiLCJwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IgYWN0aW9uIiwiZm9yIGFjdGlvbiIsImZvciBhY3Rpb24gdG8iLCJhY3Rpb24gdG8iLCJhY3Rpb24gdG8gZW5kIiwidG8gZW5kIiwidG8gZW5kIGZnbSIsImVuZCBmZ20iLCJlbmQgZmdtIGMiLCJmZ20gYyJd
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/upcoming-ngo-csw-66-parallel-event-engaging-men-to-end-female-genital-mutilation-cutting.html?highlight=WyJnbG9iYWwiLCInZ2xvYmFsIiwicGxhdGZvcm0iLCJmb3IiLCInZm9yIiwiYWN0aW9uIiwidG8iLCIndG8iLCJlbmQiLCJmZ20iLCJmZ20nXHUyMDFkIiwiZmdtJyIsIidmZ20iLCInZmdtJyIsImMiLCJjJyIsImMnLCIsImMncyIsImMnLiIsImdsb2JhbCBwbGF0Zm9ybSIsImdsb2JhbCBwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IiLCJwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IiLCJwbGF0Zm9ybSBmb3IgYWN0aW9uIiwiZm9yIGFjdGlvbiIsImZvciBhY3Rpb24gdG8iLCJhY3Rpb24gdG8iLCJhY3Rpb24gdG8gZW5kIiwidG8gZW5kIiwidG8gZW5kIGZnbSIsImVuZCBmZ20iLCJlbmQgZmdtIGMiLCJmZ20gYyJd
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/emergency-within-emergency-climate-change-female-genital-cutting.html?highlight=WyJkb210aWxhIl0=
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/emergency-within-emergency-climate-change-female-genital-cutting.html?highlight=WyJkb210aWxhIl0=
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/there%E2%80%99s-an-app-for-that-technological-innovation-and-change-towards-ending-female-genital-mutilation-cutting.html?highlight=WyJ0aGVyZSdzIiwidGhlcmUiLCJ0aGVyZSciLCJhbiIsIidhbiIsImFwcCIsImFwcCdzIiwiZm9yIiwiJ2ZvciIsInRoYXQiLCJ0aGF0J3MiLCJ0aGVyZSdzIGFuIiwidGhlcmUncyBhbiBhcHAiLCJhbiBhcHAiLCJhbiBhcHAgZm9yIiwiYXBwIGZvciIsImFwcCBmb3IgdGhhdCIsImZvciB0aGF0Il0=
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/there%E2%80%99s-an-app-for-that-technological-innovation-and-change-towards-ending-female-genital-mutilation-cutting.html?highlight=WyJ0aGVyZSdzIiwidGhlcmUiLCJ0aGVyZSciLCJhbiIsIidhbiIsImFwcCIsImFwcCdzIiwiZm9yIiwiJ2ZvciIsInRoYXQiLCJ0aGF0J3MiLCJ0aGVyZSdzIGFuIiwidGhlcmUncyBhbiBhcHAiLCJhbiBhcHAiLCJhbiBhcHAgZm9yIiwiYXBwIGZvciIsImFwcCBmb3IgdGhhdCIsImZvciB0aGF0Il0=
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/there%E2%80%99s-an-app-for-that-technological-innovation-and-change-towards-ending-female-genital-mutilation-cutting.html?highlight=WyJ0aGVyZSdzIiwidGhlcmUiLCJ0aGVyZSciLCJhbiIsIidhbiIsImFwcCIsImFwcCdzIiwiZm9yIiwiJ2ZvciIsInRoYXQiLCJ0aGF0J3MiLCJ0aGVyZSdzIGFuIiwidGhlcmUncyBhbiBhcHAiLCJhbiBhcHAiLCJhbiBhcHAgZm9yIiwiYXBwIGZvciIsImFwcCBmb3IgdGhhdCIsImZvciB0aGF0Il0=
https://www.wd2023.org/
https://www.wd2023.org/
https://actiontoendfgmc.org/2023-kigali-declaration/
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/fgc-charges-dismissed-but-our-work-continues.html
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/fgc-charges-dismissed-but-our-work-continues.html
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/fgc-charges-dismissed-but-our-work-continues.html
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/the-overturning-of-roe-v-wade-and-its-implications-for-survivors-of-fgc.html
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/the-overturning-of-roe-v-wade-and-its-implications-for-survivors-of-fgc.html
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/gender-affirming-treatments-are-not-female-genital-cutting.html?highlight=WyJnZW5kZXIiLCJhZmZpcm1pbmciLCJjYXJlIiwiY2FyZSdzIiwiZ2VuZGVyIGFmZmlybWluZyIsImdlbmRlciBhZmZpcm1pbmcgY2FyZSIsImFmZmlybWluZyBjYXJlIl0=
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/gender-affirming-treatments-are-not-female-genital-cutting.html?highlight=WyJnZW5kZXIiLCJhZmZpcm1pbmciLCJjYXJlIiwiY2FyZSdzIiwiZ2VuZGVyIGFmZmlybWluZyIsImdlbmRlciBhZmZpcm1pbmcgY2FyZSIsImFmZmlybWluZyBjYXJlIl0=
https://www.equalitynow.org/resource/amici_curiae_us_2018/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/detroit-emergency-room-doctor-arrested-and-charged-performing-female-genital-mutilation
https://equalitynow.storage.googleapis.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/16122811/2018.09.24_Motion_for_Leave_and_Brief_Amici_Curiae__18-mc-51358.pdf
https://equalitynow.storage.googleapis.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/16122811/2018.09.24_Motion_for_Leave_and_Brief_Amici_Curiae__18-mc-51358.pdf
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Sahiyo’s state-level advocacy grew from the recognition that 

there is a lack of legal protections for children in the U.S. 

from FGC. As of December 2023, 9 out of 501 U.S. states 

do not have laws addressing FGC. Sahiyo has led state-

level work, namely building survivor and community-led 

coalitions in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Washington, 
to raise awareness and education on FGC and the need 

for comprehensive state-level policy. Sahiyo has also 

engaged in grassroots advocacy to encourage FGC-impacted 

communities and survivors to get involved in policy efforts, 

hosted educational events and roundtable gatherings for 

legislators and/or community members, and educated policy-

makers on how to build culturally sensitive policies that 

do more than only criminalize FGC, particularly with the 

recognition that minority groups and people of color are 

disproportionately harmed by criminalization. This education 

for policy-makers includes the importance of supporting the 

inclusion of provisions for civil remedies for survivors, as well 

as allowing for education and outreach opportunities for 

both FGC-impacted communities and frontline professionals, 

like healthcare providers who may come in contact with at-

risk children and/or survivors. 

Sahiyo has supported work to create a holistic 
Massachusetts law protecting children from FGC since 
2015, in partnership with the Women’s Bar Association 
of Massachusetts and the Massachusetts Coalition 
to End FGM/C (formed in 2013). In 2018, Sahiyo Co-
Founder and U.S. Executive Director Mariya Taher 
created a Change.org petition that received over 400,000 
signatures in support of the law, and on August 6, 
2020, Massachusetts Governor, Charlie Baker, signed 
Bill H4606, “An Act Relative to the Penalties for the 
Crime of Female Genital Mutilation,” into law. 

Throughout the seven years of advocacy that it took 
to achieve this accomplishment, Sahiyo led efforts to 
organize various educational events on FGC, including 
screenings of digital stories from the Voices to End 
FGM/C project, a Change.org petition delivery event, 
a Roundtable on FGM/C, and more. Throughout the 
education and advocacy efforts, several written 
proclamations were issued by the Massachusetts 
Governor to raise further awareness of the harmful 
practice and its prevalence on February 6th, the United 
Nations designated International Day of Zero Tolerance 
for Female Genital Mutilation.

See related media articles:

• As Massachusetts bans female genital cutting, 
survivors and activists celebrate

• Women lawyers urge lawmakers to criminalize 
female genital mutilation

• Advocates push for anti-female genital mutilation 
law

• Petition calls on Massachusetts lawmakers to ban 
female genital mutilation

• US House votes to recognize FGM as a human rights 
violation

State/Local Level

Massachusetts

As of December 31, 2023, the 9 states are Alabama, Alaska, Connecticut, Hawaii, Maine, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, and New Mexico along with Washington D.C.1

https://www.equalitynow.org/us_laws_against_fgm_state_by_state/
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/a-pioneering-roundtable-to-address-fgc.html
https://endfgmcinct.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WACoalitionENDFGMC
https://www.change.org/p/ban-female-genital-mutilation-cutting-in-massachusetts
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2020/Chapter149
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2020/Chapter149
https://www.voicestoendfgmc.org/
https://www.voicestoendfgmc.org/
https://www.change.org/p/ban-female-genital-mutilation-cutting-in-massachusetts/u/25475545
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/a-pioneering-roundtable-to-address-fgc.html?highlight=WyJkZWxpdmVyeSIsImV2ZW50IiwiZXZlbnQncyJd
https://religionnews.com/2020/08/07/as-massachusetts-bans-female-genital-cutting-survivors-and-activists-celebrate/?fbclid=IwAR00Qw03Jf_EAx4CKuYGAcL2UZnX0lVt31ViC-zR5QP3JAKxCEOTQwd3qHA
https://religionnews.com/2020/08/07/as-massachusetts-bans-female-genital-cutting-survivors-and-activists-celebrate/?fbclid=IwAR00Qw03Jf_EAx4CKuYGAcL2UZnX0lVt31ViC-zR5QP3JAKxCEOTQwd3qHA
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/03/08/opinion/women-lawyers-urge-lawmakers-criminalize-female-genital-mutilation/?fbclid=IwAR0di2M6PBrbxxi0M4Vbtp0NHfBB3MqOIN9vhryifbxJAOYSGSiZfyoKgBk
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/03/08/opinion/women-lawyers-urge-lawmakers-criminalize-female-genital-mutilation/?fbclid=IwAR0di2M6PBrbxxi0M4Vbtp0NHfBB3MqOIN9vhryifbxJAOYSGSiZfyoKgBk
https://www.telegram.com/story/news/state/2020/01/30/advocates-push-for-anti-female-genital-mutilation-law-mass-one-of-15-states-without-protections/1798350007/
https://www.telegram.com/story/news/state/2020/01/30/advocates-push-for-anti-female-genital-mutilation-law-mass-one-of-15-states-without-protections/1798350007/
https://www.fairplanet.org/story/petition-calls-on-massachusetts-lawmakers-to-ban-female-genital-mutilation/
https://www.fairplanet.org/story/petition-calls-on-massachusetts-lawmakers-to-ban-female-genital-mutilation/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/fgm-human-rights-violation-us-house-resolution/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/fgm-human-rights-violation-us-house-resolution/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDclqfVSP4w
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Sahiyo led the efforts to organize the first-of-its-
kind Roundtable in Massachusetts on June 13, 
2019. During this event, a collective of almost 
60 experts from different disciplines and 
cultural groups took the first steps to create a 
‘Massachusetts End FGC Network,’ created to 
highlight the largely unrecognized global issue 
of FGC and to share knowledge and resources 
to help end the practice in the state. The experts 
gathered included community leaders, civic 
society organizations, health professionals, state 

government officials from the Massachusetts 
Legislature, the Massachusetts Office of the Child 
Advocate, and federal government officials from 
the Department of Justice and the Department 
of Homeland Security Investigations. The 
event was co-sponsored by the Muslim 
American Leadership Alliance (MALA), Tostan, 
MassNOW, Lesley University, the U.S. End FGM/C 
Network, and the Women’s Bar Association of 
Massachusetts

“As a member of the Massachusetts Coalition, I 
can confirm that passing a law to ban FGM/C at 
the State or Federal level is just the first step in 
ending the practice in the USA and worldwide by 
2030. In conjunction with legislation, we must 
develop and implement healthcare policy, child 
protection guidance, and community outreach and 
education programs too, and that is what Sahiyo 
is uniquely qualified and positioned to do. I am 
proud to be part of their policy and program work, 
as a member of the MA Coalition and a Sahiyo U.S. 
Advisory Board member.”

~ JOANNE GOLDEN

Roundtable on FGM/C in Massachusetts

https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/a-pioneering-roundtable-to-address-fgc.html?highlight=WyJyb3VuZHRhYmxlIl0=
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Sahiyo supported the formation of The Connecticut 
Coalition to End FGC, a survivor-led group that 
formed in 2020 to address the lack of a law in the 
state addressing FGC. The Coalition has conducted 
educational trainings, written draft bills for consideration 
by the Connecticut Legislature, hosted educational 
webinars, and advocated for the passage of a bill 
on FGC in Connecticut. Sahiyo has also delivered 
educational presentations on trauma-informed care 
and safeguarding children’s health and well-being to a 
variety of stakeholders in the state, including:

• Connecticut Maternal and Child Health Coalition
• Connecticut Coalition on Human Rights
• Connecticut Public Health Association Executive 

Advocacy Committee
• Governor’s Task Force on Justice for Abused 

Children
• Connecticut Commission on Women, Children, 

Seniors, Equity and Opportunity
• The Connecticut Women’s Consortium and 

Behavioral Health Providers
• The Human Anti-trafficking Response Team

Through conversations with legislators, the coalition 
garnered enough support to encourage Connecticut 
Governor Ned Lamont to issue a proclamation 
against FGC on February 6th, 2023, recognized as 
the International Day of Zero Tolerance of FGM/C. 
Additionally, Connecticut Lieutenant Governor Susan 
Bysiewicz issued a citation in support of the cause. 

In November 2023, Sahiyo supported a legislative 
briefing on FGC hosted by the Commission on Women, 
Children, Seniors, Equity and Opportunity (CWCSEO) 
and Connecticut Representative Jillian Gilchrest. 
Notable guests included Mariya Taher, Co-Founder and 
U.S. Executive Director of Sahiyo, along with experts 
from the National Conference of State Legislatures 
(NCSL). The briefing aimed to initiate a dialogue and 
lay groundwork for introducing an FGC bill during the 
next legislative cycle in January 2024. The goal is for 
Connecticut legislators to acknowledge and address 
the need to promote a safer, healthier future for all 
within the state. 

Connecticut

“How do we be sensitive so as not to make it an 
Islamophobic issue, and I understand people are 
trying to be very sensitive, but we separate out 
the culture and the practice… As we develop this 
law and push it through, we really need to make 
sure that we’re separating the practice, not the 
people and not the whole community.”

~ ZEHRA PATWA,
CONNECTICUT RESIDENT, FGC SURVIVOR

“Sahiyo’s grassroots, survivor-led efforts in 
protecting girls from gender-based violence, 
in this case, female genital mutilation/cutting 
(FGM/C), is interrupting generational trauma, 
and saving lives. Connecticut remains an outlier 
as one of the few states in the country yet to 
adopt a clear ban and penalties against FGM/C.”

~ STEVE HERNANDEZ,
CONNECTICUT COALITION TO

END FGM/C MEMBER

https://endfgmcinct.com/
https://endfgmcinct.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmJ6RZQm0ZE&ab_channel=Sahiyo
https://ct-n.com/ctnplayer.asp?odID=22292
https://ct-n.com/ctnplayer.asp?odID=22292
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In 2023, Sahiyo supported the formation of the 
Washington Coalition to End FGM/C. The Coalition 
consists of survivors, advocates, and community-based 
organizations from the state as well as across the 
United States, and is headed by Voices to End FGM/C 
alumna Absa Samba. In this space, Sahiyo led the 
development of a public webinar, “Protecting Children 
in Washington State from FGM/C,” in partnership with 
the Coalition, the U.S. End FGM/C Network, Children’s 
Alliance, and Mother Africa; the webinar served to 
educate constituents and stakeholders about the 
proposed legislation, Senate Bill 5453. During the event, 
audience members were urged to take action and 
support the bill by signing onto an action alert that sent 
information to their legislators about the issue of FGC.

Washington

“The pressure to undergo FGM can be intense 
for girls and their families…the solution is to 
coordinate change in families and communities 
so that people are not acting in isolation. If 
everybody can agree to abandon the practice, 
the negative sanctions can be lifted...When 
other members of the community are given the 
power of law to strengthen their position, the 
law becomes a powerful tool for enhancing their 
power to persuade others that this is a practice 
that’s no longer relevant in this context and in 
this time.”

~ BETTINA SHELL DUNCAN,
WASHINGTON STATE FROM
FGM/C WEBINAR PANELIST

Senate Bill 5453, informed by the Washington Coalition 
to End FGM/C and championed by state Senator 
Karen Keiser, passed unanimously in the Washington 
Legislature, and was signed into law in April 2023. 
The law prohibits FGC on minors, introduces a civil 
cause of action for survivors of FGC, and establishes 
an educational program aimed at preventing FGC in 
Washington.

“This education component of this bill is huge for 
our [Somali] community. I think this bill coming 
from us, for us, by us, to help the community, I 
think it is a beautiful thing. I am confident that 
the community will accept it.”

~ MUNA OSMAN,
PROTECTING CHILDREN IN WASHINGTON STATE 

FROM FGM/C WEBINAR PANELIST

https://www.facebook.com/WACoalitionENDFGMC
https://www.voicestoendfgmc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.equalitynow.org/online_actions/stop-female-genital-mutilation-in-washington-state/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5453&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
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On October 9, 2017, Sahiyo facilitated a roundtable 
discussion in partnership with Equality Now, Tahirih 
Justice Center, and forma for Michigan’s Department 
of Health and Services (DHHS) to engage in a cross-
discipline conversation on addressing FGC in the state. 
The roundtable was created as a result of the 2016 
Michigan case involving a doctor charged with performing 
FGC on minor girls, highlighting the necessity for DHHS 
to support their child protection services professionals 
with training around FGC. During the roundtable, 
attendees increased their cultural competence and 
knowledge of FGC; identified strengths and gaps in 
Michigan’s policies related to FGC; and discussed 
strategies to improve outcomes for children 
and families moving forward, of which has been 
implemented since the roundtable. 

Michigan

New York City
Following the passage of a citywide ordinance on 
FGC in New York City, the city established an FGM/C 
Advisory Committee under Local Law 109 of 2021. 
Chaired by The Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and 
Gender-Based Violence (ENDGBV), this committee aims 
to make recommendations that engage communities 
and agencies in decreasing and eventually eliminating 
FGC within the city. The advisory committee also aims 
to identify supportive community-based and culturally 
responsive resources for people who have undergone 
FGC. Mariya Taher, Sahiyo’s Cofounder & U.S. Executive 
Director, sits on the New York City FGM/C Advisory 
Committee. Sahiyo has also provided support by 
contributing educational materials developed by the 
organization for the committee’s purposes.

https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/working-together-michigan-roundtable.html?highlight=WyJtaWNoaWdhbiIsIm1pY2hpZ2FuJ3MiXQ==
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/working-together-michigan-roundtable.html?highlight=WyJtaWNoaWdhbiIsIm1pY2hpZ2FuJ3MiXQ==
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/detroit-emergency-room-doctor-arrested-and-charged-performing-female-genital-mutilation
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/detroit-emergency-room-doctor-arrested-and-charged-performing-female-genital-mutilation
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/ocdv/downloads/pdf/ENDGBV_FGMC_AnnualReport_LL109_Cover_Draft.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/ocdv/downloads/pdf/ENDGBV_FGMC_AnnualReport_LL109_Cover_Draft.pdf
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Our four originally established policy goals have been 
achieved in the following ways:

• Educate frontline professionals (i.e. healthcare 
providers, social workers, child care professionals, 
etc.), lawmakers, and constituents, engaging them 
to support policies addressing FGC.

Sahiyo actively supported the Connecticut Coalition 
to End FGM/C by providing resources to develop 
a dedicated website and establish a social media 
presence. This included the creation of a Facebook 
page spotlighting the coalition’s mission, educating the 
public about ongoing advocacy efforts, and guiding 
individuals on engaging with legislators to support 
legal action around ending FGC. The website also 
serves as a repository for FGC-related resources and 
offers insights into the practice’s prevalence in the 
United States.

Since 2016, Sahiyo has been engaged in 58 meetings 
with legislators to raise awareness about the harms 
and prevalence of FGC as well as policy needs to 
address the social issue within their respective states. 
Additionally, Sahiyo has created educational resources 
such as fact sheets, brochures, and letters of support 
to further its advocacy efforts.

• Unite diverse stakeholders and establish 
connections related to FGC, fostering a collective 
impact and the creation of state-level coalitions 
dedicated to advocating for policy-level changes to 
address FGC.

With Sahiyo’s assistance, 3 state coalitions—
Connecticut, Washington, and Massachusetts— have 
been established. In these states, Sahiyo leveraged 
its partnerships and platform in order to build the 
coalition from the ground up. 

PROGRAM OUTCOMES
By the numbers: Program impact from 2016-2023

3 state coalitions were formed
2 states passed new legislation on FGC
1 website was created for the Connecticut 
Coalition to End FGM/C
2 Facebook pages were created for 
the Washington Coalition & Connecticut 
Coalition
58 educational meetings with legislators 
were held 
19 educational outreach webinars related 
to policy were hosted
42 policy-related blog posts were posted on 
Sahiyo’s website
2 action alerts created in partnership with 
UNICEF USA & Equality Now 

https://endfgmcinct.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BanFGMinCT
https://endfgmcinct.com/
https://endfgmcinct.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WACoalitionENDFGMC
https://www.facebook.com/BanFGMinCT
https://www.facebook.com/BanFGMinCT
https://sahiyo.org/component/tags/tag/policy.html?highlight=WyJwb2xpY3kiXQ==


Sahiyo U.S. Impact Report
2015-2023

12

Sahiyo has hosted 19 educational webinars targeting 
legislators, community members, and more, aiming 
to provide education and insights into FGC and lay the 
foundation for future legislative support. One such 
webinar, Moving Connecticut Ahead: Protecting Girls 
From FGM/C, held in September of 2022, framed FGC as 
a harmful global social norm. The webinar highlighted 
that, while Connecticut has addressed various human 
rights violations stemming from social norms through 
legislation, such as human trafficking, child marriage, 
and conversion therapy, the issue of FGC is yet to 
be addressed. Overall, the webinar explored how 

Connecticut can move forward to address this issue 
through legislation, seeking to enhance  protections for 
women and girls from FGC.     

A conversation with Washington 
activist Absa Samba: SB 5453 is 
a product of collaboration and 
persistence

What began as a class assignment evolved into an 
opportunity for Absa to chat with Senator Karen Keiser 
on FGM/C in May of 2022.  

“The Senator herself met with me and wanted to chat 
about the bill, the issue. And out of that conversation, 
I was like, okay, maybe a presentation on what FGM 
is would be helpful for this person, they seem really 
interested in it. So I opted to do a presentation, and 
the Senator was gracious enough to take the offer and 
invited other chairs of different Committees in the 
Senate to come to that, and it was at that point that 
I realized I was taking on more than I could afford to 
at the time. So I was connected with Mariya [Taher] 
and I reached out to Bettina [Shell-Duncan] and other 
folks and I said, ‘Hey, this is an opportunity to talk to 
these people about FGM in Washington, would you 
be interested in joining?’ And they were kind enough 
to come on and help me with that presentation, and 
I think it was that moment that we realized, actually, 
this is really an opportunity to do something about this 
issue in Washington State,” said Absa Samba

By pulling together support from the FGM/C sphere, 
Absa unknowingly planted the seed for the group that 
would become a key stakeholder in SB 5453’s creation. 

Senator Keiser recognized the opportunity to do 
something from this initial experience; “her desire in 
introducing a bill on FGM/C solidified this work.” Absa 
began to facilitate the group working with Senator 
Kaiser, who was determined to loop in advocates and 
survivors in creating the bill. Absa would organize 
meetings and generate statements for the group, 
which eventually became the Washington Coalition 
Against FGM/C. The Coalition and various other 
stakeholders worked closely to co-author the bill, and 
Absa is rightfully proud of that.

Read more here.

• Uplift and include the voices of survivors in 
educating policy-makers.  

https://youtu.be/rmJ6RZQm0ZE?si=8hdsWZOwsAUSmXYr
https://youtu.be/rmJ6RZQm0ZE?si=8hdsWZOwsAUSmXYr
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/a-conversation-with-washington-activist-absa-samba-sb-5453-a-product-of-collaboration-and-persistence.html?highlight=WyJ3YXNoaW5ndG9uIiwid2FzaGluZ3RvbidzIl0=
https://youtu.be/rmJ6RZQm0ZE?si=8hdsWZOwsAUSmXYr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR2zyF6uCQPGYvTmlHhmqTaxd1y4XBG8KXMMyx5u6hsWeZrl76EE7U7lFEU&v=pZEefGBUTzQ&feature=youtu.be
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Proposed legislation in Idaho and Texas 
discriminates against Transgender Youth 
and removes protections for children at risk 
of undergoing FGC

Texas and Idaho are two states in which female 
genital cutting (FGC) is illegal under state law, 
for now. In both states, amendments have been 
proposed in the state legislature that would 
alter existing policy against FGC to ban gender-
affirming care for minors. Gender-affirming 
care includes social, psychological, behavioral, 
and medical practices which affirm the gender 
identity for individuals whose gender does 
not match the one they were assigned at 
birth. These amendments are dangerous for 
transgender youth as well as children who are 
at risk for or have undergone FGC.

Read more here.

Female Genital Cutting charges dismissed 
but our work continues: Global reactions to 
Michigan case news

On November 20, U.S. District Judge Bernard 
Friedman dismissed the female genital cutting 
charges in the historic Michigan case involving 
girls from the Dawoodi Bohra sect, emphasizing 
that FGC should be regulated by states as a “local 
criminal activity.” Congress enacted the 22-year-old 
federal law banning FGC in 1996 — the law Judge 
Friedman has declared unconstitutional.

In light of these developments, we would like to 
share the responses of many Bohras and other 
activists working to end FGC.
“What is so disappointing to me is that justice 
will be delayed in this case. There is a growing, 
global movement against khafz/FGC and we need 
positive judgments to send a strong message to our 
community that this practice is harmful and illegal. 
We must protect future generations of Bohra girls.”

 ~ FARZANA DOCTOR,
CANADA  

“By declaring the federal ban on FGM/C 
unconstitutional, Judge Friedman opens the door 
for parents to do exactly what was done in this case 
— take their daughters from states that ban FGM/C 
to states that don’t so they can be cut.”

~ UMME KULSOOM ARIF,
USA

Read more here.

• Increase individual civic engagement in the policy 
process and ensure that impacted communities 
have a voice in policies created regarding 
preventing FGC and supporting survivors. 

Sahiyo’s commitment to engaging impacted communities 
in political and legal processes is evidenced by the 
concrete outcomes achieved: two states successfully 
enacted new legislation with input from communities 
and stakeholders impacted by FGC. Sahiyo additionally 
collaborated with other organizations to create two 
impactful action alerts calling on the public to write 
to legislators to push for state legislation on FGC. 

The organization also published numerous FGC 
policy-related blogs on its website to inform the 
public on FGC legislation.

https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/proposed-legislation-idaho-texas-discriminates-transgender-youth-removes-protections-children-risk-fgc.html
https://www.scribd.com/document/393708265/USA-v-Nagarwala-11-20-18#download&from_embed
https://www.scribd.com/document/393708265/USA-v-Nagarwala-11-20-18#download&from_embed
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/21/health/fgm-female-genital-mutilation-law.html
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/fgc-charges-dismissed-but-our-work-continues.html


Sahiyo U.S. Impact Report
2015-2023

14

Through our policy advocacy, we have encountered 
various challenges and opportunities, leading to 
several key lessons learned.

Building a robust coalition

Diverse representation
In the realm of policy advocacy, assembling a robust 
coalition that represents a wide range of stakeholders, 
communities, and local interests is critical. This diverse 
coalition can demonstrate broad-based support for 
FGC-related policy initiatives, making it more likely 
for a policy to gain traction. In the context of FGC, it is 
crucial to ensure representation from individuals with 
lived experiences of FGC within this coalition. 

Strength in numbers 
A diverse coalition brings with it a wealth of 
perspectives, expertise, and resources. This diversity 
enhances the credibility of the advocacy effort and 
helps craft more comprehensive and nuanced policy 
proposals. Additionally, the collective influence of 
a diverse coalition can exert significant and multi-
targeted pressure on policymakers and serve as a 
means to garner a wider array of allies in support of 
the cause. 

Relationship building
Building such coalitions involves fostering relationships 
and trust among partners. Successful coalitions 
require regular communication, collaboration, and 
a shared sense of purpose. Dedicated effort and 
time are essential to cultivate and maintain these 
relationships.

Recognizing local context 

& adapting outreach 

strategies

Context matters
Policy advocacy is not a one-size-fits-all endeavor. 
Each state may have distinct political, cultural, and 
socioeconomic contexts that necessitate tailored 
strategies. What works in one state may not be 
effective in another.

Research and adaptation
For policy outreach, using research to understand the 
local context, including the political landscape, key 
decision-makers, and the specific needs and concerns 
of the community is a necessity. The ability to adapt 
outreach strategies based on this understanding 
is crucial for success. Having some form of data, 
whether anecdotal stories or research-based evidence 
regarding FGC prevalence, greatly aids in illustrating 
that FGC is a universal issue, and not confined to 
specific locations or cultures. 

LESSONS LEARNED & RECOMMENDATIONS

Michigan
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Flexibility 
Being open to adjusting tactics and messaging as cir-
cumstances evolve proves to be a valuable lesson. This 
adaptability or flexibility ensures that the advocacy 
program remains relevant and responsive to the ev-
er-changing dynamics within the state legislature, politi-
cal climate, and more. 

Creating accessible advocacy 
for public engagement

Multiple avenues for engagement
Effective advocacy should provide multiple avenues for 
public engagement, as well as information and guid-
ance on advocacy issues. This includes ensuring re-
sources are accessible, such as sharing information in 
newsletters, blogs, fact sheets, social media, and other 
communication mediums. 

Partnering for impact
Collaborating with organizations that can support cre-
ating action alerts, petitions, and template letters that 
organizations and individuals can use to state their 
support, and that simplifies the advocacy process for 
the public can be a useful tool. This lowers the poten-
tial barriers or challenges for someone to get involved, 
encouraging more people to participate in advocacy ef-
forts.

Leveraging local point persons for 
in-person events
Appointing and/or recognizing local point persons or 
ambassadors within a coalition can help drive coalition 
initiatives forward. Their familiarity with the local land-
scape and expertise in advocacy issues can help facil-
itate engagement. Furthermore, these individuals can 
offer insights into the local political climate, key stake-
holders, and potential opportunities for facilitating ad-
vocacy efforts.

The importance of survivor 
and community engagement

Humanizing the issue
Engaging survivors and affected communities in advo-
cacy efforts is pivotal. Their stories and lived experienc-
es can humanize the issue, fostering greater empathy 
and understanding among policymakers and the public.

Connecting with legislators
Survivors and community members can also play a 
crucial role in connecting with legislators on a person-
al level. Building these relationships similarly nurtures 
empathy and understanding,  eliciting legislator sup-
port for the proposed legislation.

Sustaining engagement 
during implementation

Long-term planning
Following the passage of a policy, there can be a ten-
dency for coalition engagement to wane. Advocacy pro-
grams should consider long-term strategies to sustain 
engagement, such as continuing to build awareness 
campaigns, monitoring policy outcomes, and providing 
regular updates to the coalition and the broader public 
about the law and implementation.



Sahiyo U.S. Impact Report
2015-2023

16

Implementation advocacy

Policy monitoring
Implementing a new law can take months or years to 
do, thus implementation advocacy involves continuous 
monitoring of its execution. Advocates can still be in-
volved with tracking the progress of the law’s different 
components, identifying challenges, and working with 
those now responsible for implementation. This proac-
tive approach helps address any delays or issues that 
may arise during the process, and support accountabili-
ty of the new law to the public.

Continued collaboration
Continued collaboration between individuals who were 
engaged in passing the legislation can be useful during 
the implementation phase. Advocacy groups can con-
tinue working with their coalition partners, relevant 
government agencies, and stakeholders to ensure the 
policy achieves its intended goals.

Overall, we hope these lessons learned will enhance 
the effectiveness and endurance of advocacy efforts 
aimed at fostering meaningful systemic change in end-
ing FGC. 
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Sahiyo will continue to participate in policy education 
and outreach through ongoing advocacy efforts. We 
aspire to expand our initiatives in policy-building 
through various efforts, including: 

• Working towards creating comprehensive 
legislation addressing FGC across all states, 
prioritizing survivor support, cultural sensitivity, 
and community education, as well as reporting 
mechanisms for those at risk.

• Increasing opportunities for survivors to access 
federal and state-based victims’ services and 
compensation (i.e. civil remedies).

• Supporting federal and state-level systems to 
become more culturally inclusive and sensitive 
to efforts to end FGC through education and 
outreach.

• Increasing opportunities for citizens to learn about 
FGC legislation in their area and providing them 
with resources to contact their legislators.

• Supporting international efforts to educate 
policymakers about FGC and encouraging 
favorable support for legislation against FGC.

• Continuing to work as a member of The Global 
Platform to End FGM/C and put forth international 
advocacy efforts towards increasing funding, 
programming, and action on FGC at both private 
and public levels.

• Creating advocacy opportunities at high-level 
events, with a call to action for UNICEF-UNFPA 
and other international bodies, to invest further 
in global anti-FGC efforts beyond the 32 restricted 
countries currently in UNICEF’s data collection.  

• Expanding our Policy Internship program 
to increase the capacity for our work in this 
programmatic area. 

LOOKING FORWARD



Sahiyo U.S. Impact Report
2015-2023

18

United States
• Sahiyo - United Against Female Genital Cutting - The 

overturning of Roe v. Wade and its implications for 
survivors of FGC 

• The United States has a law banning female genital 
cutting. What now?

• Texas woman charged for Female Genital Cutting: 
Sahiyo press statement

• Gender-Affirming Treatments are not Female Genital 
Cutting

• White House Press Release Falsely links Gender 
Violence (and FGC) to Foreign Nationals

• Sahiyo speaks at the ABA International Law Section 
Annual Conference

• Sahiyo presents at the Mitchell Hamline School of 
Law in Minnesota

• Proposed legislation in Idaho and Texas discriminates 
against Transgender Youth and removes protections 
for children at risk of undergoing FGC

Massachusetts
• Massachusetts House passes FGM/C bill
• Massachusetts Senate passes FGM/C bill
• PRESS RELEASE: A pioneering Roundtable to Address 

Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting in Massachusetts
• Human Rights Day panel at New England School of 

Law

Michigan
• U.S. Court’s dismissal of FGM/C charge in Michigan 

case is disappointing, but does not condone genital 
cutting

• Sahiyo’s statement on the Michigan case dismissal on 
Sep 28, 2021

• Female Genital Cutting charges dismissed but our 
work continues: Global reactions to Michigan case 
news

• Working Together To Address FGC: Michigan 
Roundtable

• Five things you need to know about the controversial 
court ruling on FGM/C in USA: Sahiyo explains

• 31 US States Now Have Laws Against Female Genital 
Cutting, But Government Will Not Appeal in the 
Federal Michigan Case

• Detroit arrest: It is time for Bohras to get serious 
about ending Female Genital Cutting

Connecticut
• Reflecting on ‘Moving Connecticut Ahead: Protecting 

Girls from FGM/C’, a webinar

• The Connecticut Coalition to End FGM/C speaks with 
the Hartford Times

• Moving Connecticut ahead: Protecting girls from 
Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting

• Legislative Roundtable held in Connecticut to discuss 
FGC

Washington
• Washington State becomes 41st state to pass law 

against FGM/C
• Washington State makes progress to end FGM/C
• A conversation with Washington activist Absa Samba: 

SB 5453 a product of collaboration and persistence
• The hearing for Washington Senate Bill 5453 

concerning female genital mutilation/cutting
• Washington SB 5453 moves to the House
• Washington Senate Bill 5453 concerning female 

genital mutilation/cutting moves forward in the 
Senate

• Washington Senate Bill 5453 moves to House 
Appropriations Committee

• My thoughts on the Washington Senate Bill to end 
FGM/C

• Washington Coalition hosts educational webinar on 
female genital cutting 

Global or International
• Calling for a Global Summit to end FGM/C
• Joint Press Release: ENDING FGM/C BY 2030: Uniting 

forces to make FGM/C a practice of the past
• Op-Ed: A Global Platform to End FGM/C
• Reflecting on an Israeli Minister’s decision to not 

grant asylum for a woman fleeing female genital 
mutilation/cutting

• Is the United Kingdom backing out of its commitment 
to end female genital cutting amid the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

• Finally in the spotlight: Female Genital Cutting is 
getting national attention in Sri Lanka 

• Khatna and the law, Part 1: Legislative Framework on 
Female Genital Cutting in Egypt

• Speak Out on FGM petition to the UN collects more 
than 500 signatures

• A reflection on Equality Now’s webinar: The impact 
of laws and use of Multi-Sectoral Approach (MSA) to 
eliminate FGM/C

APPENDIX - PUBLISHED BLOGS

https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/the-overturning-of-roe-v-wade-and-its-implications-for-survivors-of-fgc.html
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/the-overturning-of-roe-v-wade-and-its-implications-for-survivors-of-fgc.html
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/the-overturning-of-roe-v-wade-and-its-implications-for-survivors-of-fgc.html
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/the-united-states-has-a-law-banning.html?highlight=WyJtYXNzYWNodXNldHRzIiwiJ21hc3NhY2h1c2V0dHMiXQ==
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/the-united-states-has-a-law-banning.html?highlight=WyJtYXNzYWNodXNldHRzIiwiJ21hc3NhY2h1c2V0dHMiXQ==
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/woman-in-texas-charged.html?highlight=WyJtaWNoaWdhbiIsIm1pY2hpZ2FuJ3MiXQ==
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/woman-in-texas-charged.html?highlight=WyJtaWNoaWdhbiIsIm1pY2hpZ2FuJ3MiXQ==
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/gender-affirming-treatments-are-not-female-genital-cutting.html?highlight=WyJlcXVhbGl0eSIsIm5vdyIsIm5vdydzIiwibm93JywiLCJlcXVhbGl0eSBub3ciXQ==
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/gender-affirming-treatments-are-not-female-genital-cutting.html?highlight=WyJlcXVhbGl0eSIsIm5vdyIsIm5vdydzIiwibm93JywiLCJlcXVhbGl0eSBub3ciXQ==
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/white-house-press.html?highlight=WyJwb2xpY3kiXQ==
https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/white-house-press.html?highlight=WyJwb2xpY3kiXQ==
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